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| ‘SMALLER CROP .OF TURKEYS THIS YEAR 
+ Farmers are raising 41,013,000 turkeys this year, 9 percent less than the 


record crop of last year but 27 percent above the 1938-42 average. This total is 
. & preliminary estimate .of turkey production released today by the Bureau of Agri — 
- cultural Eeonomics. Producers! intentions on January 1 pointed to a 5 percent de- 
" crease in the turkey crop this year, However, the uncertainty of obtaining feed 
supplies, the higher cost of feed and an uncertain fall market outlook caused many 
srowers.to cancel their poult orders and others to reduce the number of poults they 
had originally intended to buy. | . 


A special report based on May 1 holdings of young turkeys in 25 States indi- 
eated the crop in 1946 would’ be 15 percent smaller than in 1945, ‘The present pre~- 
liminary estimate is based on a much greater number of reports than in May, these 
reports covering August 1 holdings of turkeys in all States. This estimate indi- 
cates that the 1946 crop will be 3 percent smaller than was intended in January, 
but 6 percent larger than indicated by May 1 holdingse Joss of poults and young 
turkeys has been generally less than in 1945, because of the early hatch and favor- 
able growing conditions in most areas this yeare 


All States except 14 show decreases from last year in number of turkeys 
raised. Decreases range from 2 percent in Minnesota to 30 percent in Oregon, In- 
*creases range from 5 to 10 percent. All States in the North Atlantic area show 
decreases except New Jersey, which had an 8 percent increase, In the Hast: North 
Central States, increases in Indiana and Illinois offset decreases in Ohio, Michigan | 
and Wisconsin, In the West North Central States, increases in Iowa and North Dakota 
offset all except 1 percent of the total decrease in all other States in this area. 
In the South Atlantic States; increases in half the States balanced decreases. in 
the other half. In the South Central States, increases of 5 percent in Tennessee, 
Alabama and Oklahoma were more than offset by decreases in other States, the region 
4g a whole showing a 4 percent decrease, Heavy decreases in all of the Western 
States; except Montana and New Mexico, resulted ina 24 percent decrease for’ the 
area, Decreases were especially large in Utah and the Pacific Coast States, where 
a, larger.proportion of the turkeys are in commercial flocks than in other parts of 
the covntry., With a 28 percent decrease in turkeys in California and only a 6 
yercent decrease in Texas, California was replaced by Texas as the leading turkey 
State. Minnesota, with a 2 percent decrease, took second place with California 
thirds 


The 1946 hatching season began with a reocrd number of breeder hens on farms. 
The. season was especially early, with the supply of early hatching eggs more than 
large enough to meet the demand from hatcheries. As the season advanced; the feed 
situation became increasingly difficult and growers began to curtail their purchases 
of poults, Hatching was also curtailed and a burdensome surplus of hatching. eggs... 
soon resulted, Many breeding hens were liquidated, some before they had started to 
glaye TJhere:were plenty of hatching eggs all through the’ 1946 hatching-season, in- 
contrast to: the 1945: season when poult’ production was limited by the supply of 
hatching eggs. Hatcheries reporting on poults showed a 10 percent decrease in - 
joults*hatched during thé first 7’ months of tiis year compared with the same months , 
-n 1945, , : Fes? vs? 0 CNA 
The heaviest reductions in turkeys this year. were made by the larger producers. 
Nany small producers and some larger producers in: the Midwest, who had adequate feed 
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supplies on hand, increased their turkey holdings.. This tended to offset the de- 
crease in flocks of those who had trouble in obtaining feed supplies and who were 
forced to hold down the size of their flocks, 


MARKETINGS BARLIEST OF RECORD 


Turkey marketings this season are expected to be the earliest in 11 years ofg 
record and considerably earlier. ‘than last year. If producers carry out their in- 
tentions marketings in October or earlier will account for about 25 percent of the 
crop, compared with the previous high October marketings of about 20 percent last e 
year. The trend toward production of earlier birds from January and February poults 
is even more striking than it has been during the last 5 years. Flocks of early 
birds are easier to raise, have smaller death losses and are in less danger of early 
winter storm lesses than later hatched poultss 


Apout three fourths of the early birds are produced in the West North Cen- 
tral and Western States, with Minnesota, Iowa and California leading all States 
in the production of early birds for the October and November markets, In Utah, 
where large»commercial flocks predominate, producers are going in more for early 
birds and expect to market almost a third of their 1946 crop in October or earlier. 
In the Pacific Coast States, where flocks of broad-breasted birds are more numerous 
and are fed to heavier weights for the freezer market after January ly there is also 
a definite trend toward earlier birds end early marketings. Growers in these 
States expect to market almost a fourth of their 1946 crop. in October or earlier, 
compared with about a sixth so marketed in 1945, 


Turkey growers for the country as a whole expect to market about 40 percent 
of the crop in November this year, compared with 36 percent reported as marketed in 
November last year. Growers intend to market about 65 perce of the crop by the 
end of November this year, compared. with 56 percent marketed last year, Christmas *® 
and New Year markets are expected to receive 26 percent of marketings, compared with 
30 percent last year. About 9 percent are intended for the after-holiday market, | 
compared with 14 pereent last year... ; my 


The actual proportions of the crop that move to market in the successive * 
months will depend to a considerable extent upon later developments. With record 
crops of wheat and corn in prospect, there should be plenty of feed this fall for 
feeding out. turkeys, and growers will not be.forced to.market immature or unfinished 
birds because of a feed, shortage. In 1942 and .1943 actual marketings were about the 
same as intended, while from 1938 to 1941, inclusive, they were somewhat later. -In 
1944 actual marketings through November were lighter than intended and considerably 
more birds were held for marketing after January 1. In 1945 actual marketings were 
about the same as planned in August last year. . 2 es 


The percent of the crop intended for the Thanksgiving market varies from 47. 
percent in the South Central States to 35 percent in the West. The largest percent— 
age of marketing after the end of the year is 15 percent reported in the West, the 
smallest is about 3 percent in the West North Central States. Although California — 


is going in for more early birds, she still leads the country in heavy birds ES ee 
after January 1 for the freezer market, 


PROPORTION OF TURKEY CROP MARKETED IN DIFFERENT MONTES slapd . 
ai MeL NS icin Lae SU Repor eae? ~pxerages) _ BT Rie BE, Si) MOSER an 
Or a, SRO ga 1945 Crops es oh eerste 1946 Crop (intended) te ae 
GEOGRAPHIC Pa Pvey Sere -wJan. or .0 te or? : Jan, or @ 
D e - bd ; ’ vd ° C Ye ° ‘ . ° “ ® e 
TS TONS Searlier 6: S0%#:, 5) Doha later stearlier gee (toe) 4h on aoe 
. “Percent aah as ‘A 
N, Atlantic 8.8 41.9 34.9 14,4 TOS 44,4 Soen 927 
E.N, Central 10.4 40.8 Geax 356 BaP s| 43.7 30.4 Sel 
W.N,. Central oo689 es 2208 5.6 41.8 oreO 1728 5e4 
S. Atlantic L760 40.6 S500 8.8 1901 44.8 2065 : 6.6 
p- Central ek cere Pace 14.1 Lette 46.8 ead 10.4 
LE d ot RPC ge Od poe er oe Bot Oe ices Bie Sn 5. ay Bae oo eG ee 
United States 19,6 _ 36,4 _ 30,0. tn 0 BA Dos) iG 26. rig 2 er: nk 


ee eee 


a ee a a map cl toe eee eee mee ee mee) pee ee meee) re me reed garner 


and : Average — Pim hae ee : : Indicated: 1946 as % 
ee os ee a ts 1945 VY. “aoa 2/2 of 1945 
Thousands Percent 
Me. 47 43 43 52 44, 85 
N.H. | 59 64 wk 92 75 82 
Vt. 138 142 159 207 186 90 
Mass. 228 216 227 ay We 250 92 
Rot. 22 26 30 35 o1 89 
Conn. 101 117 146 185 163 88 
N.Y. 392 386 428 586 492 84 
Neds 133 160 192 | 259 280 108 
I EGS ea Se Bi ari) Ae A 255 SA no a 
Lit ae coe pO Fe eer ey ebges Oke = AE teen eS ES Me oe 
Ohio 815 851 979 1,155 1, 097 95 
Inde 392 453 612 7, O10 1,081 107 
palmate 562 609 828 18 1258 10 
Mich. 475 519 638 1, 002 932 93 
Wis. 439 554 692 761 (eS 96 
eM err ree ny ose 2) 5,740. 6,046" by, OTL tS TOO 
aos. Per eee prorat hae epee eS ORs 
Towa 1,675 1, 867 2 1AT 2,576 SY coe 106 
Moe 1,416 Lous 1,632 1,838 1,746 95 
NeDak. 1,434 94.5 992 1,042 1,146 110 
S.Dake 1,166 551 413 487 472 97 
Nebr. 1,002 1, 140 1,208 1, 546 1,469 95 
Kansas 1.151, 958 910 1,119 951 85 
ence. 10,768». 9,776. 10,545 7” 12.784 ie bby Oe 99 
Del. ca 102 107 123 117 95 
Md. 399 364 400 4.60 437 95 
Va. 821 857 986 Doe L aoe 100 
W.Va. 227 235 254 330 320 97 
N.C. 235 241 277 360 396 110 
BOs 146 256 307 460 437 95 
Ga. 115 168 168 202 a 105 
a ee gL ke LRA SER SLs Ny vel aera gL 
ent: ee a ee ee ts a pOn i hel OSes Sa, ee LS a Tole pig 
Ky. 302 254. 267 299 254 85 
Tenn. 193 200 190 200 210 105 
Ala. 136 170 144 151 159 105 
Miss. 125 129 a mE 96 85 
Ark. 123 126 132 152 18% 90 
lite 65 7 69 69 62 90 
Okla. 1,445 954 954 1,145 1,202 105 
3 a ae Pee iets ha tr ee ets Spee eT sO 
Bes ut 3 eee poe. | Dy Oe 8 Gy B80, Be ee 
Mont. 268 246 255 205 273 108 
Idaho 238 218 272 340 255 15 
Wyo. 202 167 167 199 169 85 
Colo. 889 861 861 947 814 86 
N. Mex. 60 55 52 60 66 110 
Ariz. 70 89 93 107 Sl 85 
Utah 864 1341. 1,743 2,039 1,590 78 
Neve 43 Go 40 51 42 83 
Wash. 824 1, 206 Cay 1,637 7 Se 80 
Oreg. 1,694 2, 084 2, 084 2,876 2-018 70 
baie. SO PleT 3, 704 4,260 5, 155 Gerke Wel cege 
Re a es) 0008 A BI Tbe Oe Te 
; 32, 194 Bo. 0TO 36,550 44,0905. A pages te Reet ee 


cbs a? Seek ieee ome! eens renee? "sited! Sear Saige (Seten, even. 'eeeen, See Sawn meee 9) See See 


Ue. 
T/ Revised. 27 Preliminary estinates as of August 1, 1946. 
. Deh 


(eatin * 


“ bg i 
eee 
er 


4 
oo ah 
Se Dante ew 
’ « 
. 
« 
aa 
+ 
wn ae 
& 
5 
- 
1 
: 
' 
* 
‘ 
wr 
y & 
. 
, 
x 
\ 
‘ . 
¢ 
ad 
¢ 
> he 
Se 


7 


i 


hw 
. 


ons 


\ 
= 
a 
te"s 
‘ tw 
Wiocce 
‘i 
; w 
4 
ve 
‘ 
e 
as 
os 
“ 
ae | 
* 
= 
= 
Wed 
ot ee Was 
Tae 
eA 
As 
Gre 
os 
« 
¢ 
~ 
, 
ax 
Lox 
Re 
of mgt 
a" 
2 
~- 
“of eve 
 t*%) 
y aN © 
es 
* 
* ey 
pitt * 
Aen sf 
~ Ws * 


